
COMMENCEMENT BAY NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE 
LONG TERM SITE STEWARDSHIP PROJECT 
 
MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT – OCTOBER 27, 2009 
 
 
 
As required under Task 2 of the Commencement Bay Natural Resource Trustee Long Term Site 
Stewardship Project, this memorandum reports on the progress of the project for the previous 
month.  This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an enforcement action 
taken by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for violations of CERCLA. 
 
I.  GENERAL SITE OBSERVATIONS 
 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT EACH SITE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 
Per the scope of work, the City coordinated work with both the WCC and CHB.  Site visits by 
City staff were performed on October 8 and 21.  Any specific observations for each site are 
noted below.  No photos were taken during this month’s COT site visits – the next required 
photos will be taken during the February 2010 monitoring events.   
 
Yowkwala:   
 

 Site visits conducted:   September 27 (CHB steward) and October 8 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern at this 

site.   
 Noted evidence of recent beach bonfire and associated party trash. 

 
Skookum Wulge:   
 

 Site visits conducted:  September 18 (CHB) and October 8 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal, replanting, and beach protection continue to be the main 

concerns at this site. 
 October 15, 20, and 22 – WCC preparation of site for topsoil placement and 

hydroseed application on northern half the site.  
 October 23 and 24 – placement of topsoil, hydroseed application, and reinstallation 

of fencing. 
 Mulch to be delivered week of October 26. 
 CHB volunteer planting planned for November 7.  
 WCC to complete any remaining mulching and planting after volunteer event.  

 
Squally Beach:   
 

 Site visits conducted:   September 8 (CHB) and October 8 (COT). 
 COT plans to continue with herbicide injections in 2010. 
 Removal of other invasive species is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern 

at this site. 
 Unknown grass (3 patches) thought to be invasive cordgrass. 
 Oyster shells dumped (?) on the bank toward the marsh. 
 

Mowitch:   
 

 Site visits conducted:   September 8 (CHB) and October 8 (COT).  
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 Some goose exclusion removed by CHB volunteers. 
 Many pickleweed volunteers. 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern at this 

site. 
 
Jordan/Lower Hylebos Marsh:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  October 8 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern. 
 Vandalism of signs near 4th Street entrance. 
 Visitors relayed sightings of otter in the creek. 
 Many recreational visitors. 
 

Middle Waterway – City of Tacoma:   
 

 Site visit conducted:   September 16 (CHB) and October 21 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern. 
 Noted bubbling water on F Street near Tacoma Water hydrant – TPU was notified. 
 Large hole presumably dug with shovel (found on-site) located in the square marsh 

area.  
 
Middle Waterway – Simpson:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  September 16 (CHB). 
 The City submitted the negotiated access agreement to Simpson on September 30.  

Because we do not have a signed access agreement in place, the City made all 
observations in October from adjacent properties. 

 Encampment located in the south woods near 11th Street was noted by CHB, 
confirmed by COT, and reported to the Tacoma Police Department non-emergency 
line. 

 
Olympic View – City of Tacoma:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  October 21 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern at this 

site. 
 Corner of Capital Warehouse closest to the DNR triangle continues to experience 

erosion. 
 

Olympic View – DNR Triangle:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  October 21 (COT). 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern at this 

site.  
 Lots of bricks unearthed by erosion at the mouth of the salt marsh. 
 Still watching push of beach substrate. 
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 Noted some pickleweed starts, will continue to monitor success of salt marsh 
plantings. 
 

Tahoma Salt Marsh:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  September 28 (CHB Steward) and October 21 (COT). 
 Demo work is complete on the old Sperry Dock adjacent to the site. 
 Invasive species removal is ongoing and continues to be a primary concern at this 

site. 
 Could use some supplemental planting on the island of drought tolerant species. 
 Middle log in lower salt marsh needs to be secured. 
 

Swan Creek:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  October 21 (COT). 
 Federal authorities raided the Lil’ Red Smokeshack and damaged some of the 

perimeter fencing in the process.  Will need to be fixed. 
 WCC planting of north slope planned for November. 
 Invasive removal is ongoing. 
 Supplemental planting needed in areas of blackberry removal near Pioneer and 

Channel A.  
 
II.  ACTIVITIES AND DELIVERABLES 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITES COMPLETED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 ESP Coordination Meeting was held on October  14.  In attendance Mary Henley 
(COT), Desiree Pooley (COT) and Jeanine Riss (CHB).  Hillary Kleeb (FOH) was 
unable to attend.  

 Access agreements with the Port of Tacoma and the Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
remain in the review/draft stage.  The Simpson agreement has been finalized and 
sent to Simpson for signature.   

 Coordinated work on the Skookum Wulge site for the planting this November. 
 COT staff, CHB and CHB stewards performed ESP site visits. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 Next ESP Coordination Meeting on November 10. 
 Continue to complete Priority 1 tasks as identified in approved 2009 work plan (CITY, 

CHB, FOH). 
 Continue work toward full execution of the remaining site access agreements (CITY). 
 COT to draft Request for Proposals (RFP) to advertise for volunteer/community 

stewardship component of the ESP.  It is anticipated that NOAA will participate in the 
selection process. 

 Continue to coordinate WCC work. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES SUBMITTED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 Monthly Progress Report submitted on October 27. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 Monthly Progress Report due on November 24. 
 
PROBLEM AREAS IDENTIFIED AND PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 
 

 No problem areas noted at this time.  Continue work on specified priorities. 
 
 
Copies submitted as follows: 
 
 Jennifer Steger, NOAA (1 via electronic mail, 1 via U.S. Mail) 
 Gail Siani, NOAA (1 via electronic mail) 
 Jeanine Riss, Citizens for a Healthy Bay (1 via electronic mail) 
 Hillary Kleeb, Friends of the Hylebos (1 via electronic mail) 
 Kira Lynch, EPA (1 via electronic mail) 
 
 
 
 


