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As required under Task 2 of the Commencement Bay Natural Resource Trustee Long Term Site 
Stewardship Project, this memorandum reports on the progress of the project for the previous 
month.  This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an enforcement action 
taken by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for violations of CERCLA. 
 
I.  GENERAL SITE OBSERVATIONS 
 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT EACH SITE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 
Per the scope of work, the City coordinated work with both the Washington Conservation Corps 
(WCC) and Citizens for a Healthy Bay (CHB).  In accordance with the project schedule, bi-
monthly monitoring visits were conducted in August by City staff.  At the Trustees’ request, 
EarthCorps and CHB representatives accompanied the City on these inspections to begin 
transitioning long term site stewardship responsibilities to EarthCorps under contract with the 
Trustees.  
 
These inspections included the required bi-annual photo documentation.  Photos will be 
presented in the Year 4 Annual Report scheduled for submittal in October.  Please note that 
some of the photo locations were adjusted to accommodate missing photo points or growth of 
vegetation.  Photos were taken to best replicate the field of view of previous photos.   
 
Overall, the sites are doing well with some drought stress noted throughout the sites, as 
expected for this time of year.  Specific observations or other actions taken at each site during 
the reporting period are noted below. 
 
Yowkwala:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 Invasives continue to be the main concern at this site with butterfly bush and blackberry 

noted as being dominant and pepperweed and pampas grass also observed.  Some 
pepperweed is inaccessible due to the presence of poison oak. 

 The recently planted shorepine and snowberry are showing the best survival of species 
planted.   

 The WCC performed invasive removal on August 14. 
 The WCC removed the barnacles from the old dock piling and removed the rebar on 

August 15 and 16. 
 

Skookum Wulge:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 The WCC performed a trash sweep on August 13. 
 Some Scot’s broom was observed sprouting in the south shoreline area.   
 The ivy and blackberry require ongoing maintenance. 
 Consider planting dune grass in the fallen sloughed soils to help stabilize the slope and 

mulching throughout the site.  
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Squally Beach:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 A representative of the Spartina Task Force was just leaving the site as we arrived for 

the inspection.  They had located and removed one spartina plant from the area under 
the willows along the toe of the slope. 

 Knotweed has a continuing presence at the north end.  
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep on August 13. 
 The WCC removed fence posts on August 15. 

 
Mowitch:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 Phragmites needs to be addressed through painting or spraying herbicide since digging 

is not working.  A large patch was also observed on the opposite bank of the creek. 
 Some of the exposed netting is still present and can be cut and removed. 
 Caterpillars were observed in some of the alders near the entry to the site.   
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep on August 9. 
 The WCC sprayed the phragmites, and girdled/sprayed the cherry tree on August 21. 

 
Jordan/Lower Hylebos Marsh:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 The beaver dam is still present near Photopoint 2. 
 One purple loosestrife plant was noted along with reed canary grass. 
 Fresh gravel has been placed on the path. 
 Piles of cut blackberry near platform 2 are still covering up some of the newly placed 

plants.   
 

Middle Waterway – City of Tacoma:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 15 (City) 
 No concerns were noted during the inspection. 
 On August 22, the WCC crew noted that what appeared to be a furniture company had 

set up a tent and couches apparently for a photo-op at the site in the marsh area. The 
company, which was actually an event planning company, was identified and contacted 
to prevent this from occurring again.   

 The WCC performed an invasive sweep with a focus on white sweet clover on August 
13, 14 and 29. 

 
Middle Waterway – Simpson:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 15 (City) 
 An unoccupied tent was found under a conifer at the south end of the site.   
 Pickleweed is spreading with lots of new volunteer plants. 
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep on August 14. 
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Olympic View – City of Tacoma and DNR Triangle: 
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 15 (City) 
 Wild fennel, blackberry and pepperweed were noted and require removal. 
 Very few plants are present in the marsh area due to the fact that the gravel push has 

essentially blocked off the opening.  This needs to be resolved before any additional 
planting in the marsh is considered. 

 Erosion of the berm continues. 
 The WCC removed posts, rebar and other debris associated with the goose exclusion 

and the irrigation system on August 1 and 2. 
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep and cut the willows from the fence line on 

August 6.   
 

Tahoma Salt Marsh:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 15 (City) 
 Lots of pickleweed volunteers were noted, with almost 80% coverage of the entire marsh 

area estimated. 
 A small firepit was found at the south end of the site and will be removed. 
 Reed canary grass was noted. 

 
Swan Creek:   
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 15 (City) 
 A minor amount willow gall was observed. 
 Supplemental planting is still needed on the island. 
 Yellow flag iris, nightshade and Policeman’s helmet were noted and require removal. 
 Chicory and chokecherry were found to be volunteering. 
 Debris from the “smokeshack” demolition is still present on site. 
 Channel B is eroded around the blocks, and the beaver dam is vegetated.  There was no 

visible flow at the northernmost end of the site. 
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep along the north roadside on August 9. 
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep focused on Policeman’s helmet and nightshade 

on August 13. 
 The WCC watered the plants on site on August 14 and 20. 

 
Hauff: 
 
 Site visit conducted:  August 14 (City) 
 It was estimated that 50-70% of the grasses have been munched by the geese. 
 The Carex and Scirpus were noted as doing particularly well. 
 Some supplemental planting, particularly shrubs, is recommended. 
 It appears that someone has recently used a weedeater between the plants and 

removed the goose exclusion. 
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II.  ACTIVITIES AND DELIVERABLES 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITIES COMPLETED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 Specific site work activities are described above in Section I. 
 An ESP Coordination Meeting with CHB was held on August 7.  
 Worked with Trustees to begin transition of long term stewardship responsibility to 

EarthCorps. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 ESP Coordination Meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month.   
 Continue to coordinate WCC work to complete routine maintenance at all of the sites 

and implementation of the 2012 Task List. 
 Continue to work with CHB on implementation of their 2012 Work Plan and schedule for 

community involvement activities. 
 Continue to work with the Trustees on the transition of work to EarthCorps. 
 CHB has planned invasive removal events at Jordan and Yowkwala on September 8 

and September 15, respectively. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES SUBMITTED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 There were no deliverables during the reporting period. 

 
DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 
 There are no planned deliverables during the next reporting period. 

 
PROBLEM AREAS IDENTIFIED AND PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 
 
 There were no new problems identified during the reporting period. 

 
Copies submitted as follows: 
 
 Jennifer Steger, NOAA (1 via electronic mail, 1 via U.S. Mail) 
 Gail Siani, NOAA (1 via electronic mail) 
 Jeanine Riss, Citizens for a Healthy Bay (1 via electronic mail) 
 Kira Lynch, EPA (1 via electronic mail) 

Kris Flint, EPA (1 via electronic mail) 
 Jason Lehto, NOAA (1 via electronic mail) 


