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As required under Task 2 of the Commencement Bay Natural Resource Trustee Long Term Site 
Stewardship Project, this memorandum reports on the progress of the project for the previous 
month.  This project was undertaken in connection with the settlement of an enforcement action 
taken by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for violations of CERCLA. 
 
I.  GENERAL SITE OBSERVATIONS 
 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS TAKEN AT EACH SITE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 
Per the scope of work, the City coordinated work with both the Washington Conservation Corps 
(WCC) and Citizens for a Healthy Bay (CHB).  In accordance with the project schedule, bi-
monthly site monitoring visits were conducted in February by City staff.  These inspections 
included the required bi-annual photo documentation.  Photos will be presented in the next 
quarterly report scheduled for submittal in April.  Please note that some of the photo locations 
were adjusted to accommodate missing photo points or growth of vegetation.  Photos were 
taken to best replicate the field of view of previous photos.   
 
The City requested a modification to the monitoring schedule in the Year 3 Annual Report and is 
currently awaiting response.   
 
Specific observations or other actions taken at each site during the reporting period are noted 
below. 
 
Yowkwala:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 15 (City). 
 The beach was steeper than usual due to the winter push of beach material. 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 Some of the madrones experienced minor storm damage (i.e., broken limbs). 
 Most of the plants from the November planting in the trail head area appear to be 

doing well. 
 

Skookum Wulge:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 15 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 Recent plantings in the south uplands are doing very well, particularly in the riparian 

area.   
 Some additional planting could be done on both the north slope and southern area 

where knotweed has been present. 
 A large seed deposit of gumweed(?) was noted coming on at the high tide line in the 

south marsh area.  These will be watched to make sure it is not an invasive species. 
 The WCC performed a garbage sweep. 
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Squally Beach:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 15 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 Spartina anglica was not noted. 
 The knotweed continues to be a problem at the north end of the site and will require 

treatment again in the late summer.  Treatments to be considered include spraying 
and injection.  Propose to treat more land to the north (owned by the Puyallup Tribe 
of Indians) and install root barrier under the soil.  

 The erosion on the outer side of the islands appears to be somewhat increased. 
 The WCC performed an invasive sweep. 

 
Mowitch:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 15 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 Approximately 10% of the plants in the last riparian planting appear to have survived. 
 Small areas of phragmites remain and require removal.  

 
Jordan/Lower Hylebos Marsh:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 15 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 The recent plantings are generally doing quite well, with only a few empty mulch 

rings noted in both the EarthCorps and ESP planted areas. 
 A red-breasted sapsucker was observed actively working on some of the alder trees 
 Reed canary grass was noted as the most dominant invasive species at the site. 
 Minor winter storm damage was noted, but overall the site appears in good condition. 
 The beaver dam usually visible to the south from Photopoint 3 is gone.  The sound of 

water rushing in the creek area around Platform 3 was noted, so perhaps there is a 
new dam in the main channel.  
 

Middle Waterway – City of Tacoma:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 14 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 The most recent plantings have not done well at all. 
 Overall the site is well established, but there are a few areas of reed canary grass 

remaining. 
 The WCC has placed some salvaged clean wood in the upper marsh for diversity. 
 The WCC performed a garbage sweep.  
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Middle Waterway – Simpson:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 14 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 There was a break in the water main running parallel to the site that used to feed this 

site’s irrigation system and now feeds the Middle Waterway Tideflat Habitat irrigation 
system.  Currently there is a large hole and work will be needed to repair the line.   

 No new invasive species were noted. 
 
Olympic View – City of Tacoma and DNR Triangle: 
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 14 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation appears healthy for this time of year. 
 Water was noted as flowing out of the site through the small opening at the mouth. 
 Erosion is continuing along the bayward face of the project area as well as along the 

western border of the site. 
 An increase or push in gravels was noted near the pipes at the corner of Capital 

Lumber warehouse. 
 Blackberry on the western border of the site was the only invasive species noted. 
 The GED in the triangle area still needs to be removed.  Part of the netting has fallen 

down and the plants are growing through it.  Damage to those plants during removal 
is a concern. 

 The WCC propped up a serviceberry tree that was leaning. 
 

Tahoma Salt Marsh:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 14 (City). 
 Overall, the vegetation is doing well for this time of year.   
 The red-flowering currant is blooming and the Oregon grape has buds. 
 A few swordferns were noted volunteering on the island rocks. 
 Invasive species noted include blackberry and reed canary grass.  
 Marsh goose exclusion fencing is falling down and needs to be removed. 
 

Swan Creek:   
 

 Site visit conducted:  February 14 (City). 
 The vegetation was noted as doing well for this time of year.  
 The water level in the Haire wetland was quite high. 
 Some storm damage was noted, including downed cottonwood limbs near 

Photopoint 4 and a large clump of alders that were leaning away from Channel A 
near the diversion point.   

 Talked with the adjacent property owner (LRSS Property) and found that a new cell 
tower is to be built starting this month. 

 Oregon grape and Indian Plum are budding. 
 The large pile of wood and debris from the adjacent LRSS site demolition is still 

present. 
 The WCC pulled ivy along the north roadside and performed a garbage sweep. 
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II.  ACTIVITIES AND DELIVERABLES 
 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITIES COMPLETED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 Specific site work activities are described above in Section I. 
 The ESP Coordination Meeting with CHB was held on February 7.   

 
DESCRIPTION OF WORK ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 ESP Coordination Meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month.  The 
March 6th meeting has been cancelled due to a previously scheduled invasive 
removal event.   

 Continue to work with CHB on implementation of their work plan and schedule for 
community involvement activities.   

 Discuss any proposed modifications to the Year 4 Task List and Work Plan pending 
Trustee review and approval. 

 Continue to coordinate WCC work to complete routine maintenance at all of the sites 
and implementation of the Proposed 2012 Task List. 

 CHB is planning an invasive removal event with a UW Tacoma class at Squally 
Beach on March 6. 

 CHB is planning an invasive removal event at Yowkwala on March 24. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES SUBMITTED DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 
 

 There were no deliverables during the reporting period. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF DELIVERABLES PLANNED FOR THE UPCOMING REPORTING PERIOD 
 

  There are no deliverables planned for the upcoming reporting period. 
 

PROBLEM AREAS IDENTIFIED AND PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 
 

 There were no new problems identified during the reporting period. 
 
Copies submitted as follows: 
 
 Jennifer Steger, NOAA (1 via electronic mail, 1 via U.S. Mail) 
 Gail Siani, NOAA (1 via electronic mail) 
 Jeanine Riss, Citizens for a Healthy Bay (1 via electronic mail) 
 Kira Lynch, EPA (1 via electronic mail) 

Kris Flint, EPA (1 via electronic mail) 
 Jason Lehto, NOAA (1 via electronic mail) 


